April 28, 2020
Honourable Jus4n Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada
Honourable John Horgan, Premier of Bri4sh Columbia
Honourable Carolyn BenneA, Minister of Crown-Indigenous Rela4ons (Canada)
Honourable ScoA Fraser, Minister of Indigenous Rela4ons & Reconcilia4on (BC)
Honourable BernadeAe Jordan, Minister of Fisheries & Oceans (Canada)
Dear Honourable Ministers:
Re: Tshilqhot'in First Na3on Nego3a3ons Abandon Pretense of Governmental Responsibility
This leAer is to bring to your aAen4on the monumental failure of responsibility by both the Federal and
Provincial governments to respect the rights, an4cipated by all Canadians and guaranteed by the Charter,
of private landowners, businesses, and individuals with respect to the impact of the ongoing secret
nego4a4ons that have as their aim the crea4on of a separate state within the borders of Bri4sh Columbia.
The Tsilhqot'in First Na4on in central Bri4sh Columbia, through a Supreme Court decision in 2014, were
awarded absolute rights and 4tle to approximately 2,000 square kilometers of land (the “Title Lands”). Since
then several subsequent agreements signed by the Tsilhqot'in, the Government of Canada, and the
Government of Bri4sh Columbia have made it clear that the ul4mate objec4ve is to cede an undisclosed
tract of land, much larger than the Title Lands, to the Tsilhqot'in for autonomous governance, which would
include law-making authority, taxing authority, and judicial authority.
In essence, the goal of these ongoing nego4a4ons is to create a separate and independent country in central
Bri4sh Columbia, where the laws of Canada and Bri4sh Columbia would not apply. While we strongly
support the desire of all First Na4ons to address historical grievances and have jurisdic4on over their own
aﬀairs, we do not support the wholesale sell-out of all non-Na4ve private property owners, business owners,
and communi4es that is currently taking place under the guise of “reconcilia4on”.
What is worse, this is all taking place in secret, without any input from any of the local stakeholders involved.
Even the duly elected MLA and MP for the region, who directly represent the people, have been shut out of
the process and denied any access to informa4on. This is reminiscent of the Trump administra4on sending
an envoy to nego4ate a Middle Eastern peace deal, but only nego4a4ng with one protagonist, the state of
Israel, completely ignoring the Pales4nians. Naturally the result was a total sham, achieved nothing, and only
increased the biAerness on all sides. This same foolishness is being engaged in here by the Federal and
Provincial governments. There must be an open and inclusive nego4a4on process where ALL stakeholders in
the region par4cipate and the rights of ALL ci4zens are respected. To take any other path invites long-term
biAerness and conﬂict.
The detrimental eﬀects are being felt at the moment by those with private lands or businesses that
are either within, or overlap, the Title Lands. These businesses are environmentally responsible and
have developed a good working rela4onship with the Tsilhqot'in that goes back decades. Now
however, they are denied permits to operate by both the Tsilhqot'in and the Province, or are denied

access to their private properties altogether. It is clear that the objective of the Provincial and Federal
negotiators is to squeeze them into bankruptcy and scoop up their properties at pennies on the
dollar.
Keep in mind that these are small, family-run businesses that have poured literally millions of dollars
into commercial and business development, created a multitude of jobs, and have contributed
substantially to local commerce. Several of these businesses, it should be noted, have established
international reputations as outstanding eco-tourism destinations. All of these businesses proceeded
in good faith with the purchase and development of lands under the existing rules and regulations of
the Province, and operated in good faith on Crown Lands according to the laws in place.
Now however, they are systematically being bankrupted in a hostile environment overseen by the
Tsilhqot'in and abetted by Provincial and Federal authorities. This devious Robert Mugabe-like
campaign to remove non-Native businesses and land-owners without compensation is shameful, and
falls far short of any level of national decency or Constitutional guarantee.
If you think that statement too harsh, I refer you to the Nenquay Deni Accord signed in 2016 and that
forms part of this ongoing negotiation, which states unequivocally that the objective of the Tsilhqot'in
is “to fully restore their Nation to the power of the ?Esggidam”, which means “before contact with
Europeans”. Both British Columbia and Canada, by virtue of signing this agreement, are complicit
with this objective.
Rather than the underhanded expropriation of the affected lands and businesses for essentially
nothing, the Federal and/or Provincial governments should proceed with a legitimate expropriation
process at fair value, as they have done at the Site C dam project and numerous other locations
where circumstances called for the re-purposing of lands for other projects deemed worthy by the
governments of the day.
To date, the Federal and Provincial governments have provided the Tshilqhot'in First Nation with
upwards of $50 million dollars to negotiate and implement the agreements that have so far been
signed. But they have provided exactly zero dollars to the hard-working, law-abiding, and tax-paying
Canadian citizens who built their lives and livelihoods on these lands in good faith, and with the
apparently naive understanding that they would be dealt with fairly by their government. However,
by their actions the Federal and Provincial governments have made it clear that their preference is to
continue with their covert campaign of fear and asset destruction to remove these people, properties,
and businesses from Native lands without compensation.
While so far these actions have affected only those businesses and properties located on the Title
Lands, should the ongoing negotiations be successful a much larger area, potentially as large as from
Williams Lake to Bella Coola, will come into play, and many more businesses, properties, and
communities will be likewise affected. Then the crisis becomes one that will affect scores of
businesses and private properties, many small communities, and the lives and livelihoods of
thousands of Canadian citizens. All the people subject to these life-changing events have rights,
guaranteed by the Charter, and deserve to be adequately represented at the negotiations that will no
doubt change their lives forever.
Should these grossly unfair and un-Canadian actions continue, our organization would consider it an
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