December 21, 2020
Hon. Murray Rankin
Minister of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation
Parliament Buildings
Victoria, British Columbia V8V 1X4
Dear Minister Rankin,
Congratulations on your election and your appointment as Minister of Indigenous Relations and
Reconciliation for the Province of British Columbia. We are optimistic and hopeful that you will
prove to be a great asset to the Legislative Assembly and will govern fairly and transparently for
all British Columbians.
I am writing to you on behalf of residents, business owners, and families living in the Chilcotin
region of British Columbia, who have been growing increasingly fearful and frustrated by the
lack of commitment from your Ministry to hearing our concerns and including us in the
reconciliation process. The Canadian citizens living on lands which are currently the subject of
negotiations between the Federal and Provincial Governments and the Tsilhqot'in First Nation
are, and have been, harmfully neglected by their governments. The situation is nearing the point
of desperation for the many non-Indigenous stakeholders of this region, and we are concerned
about the potential for deleterious consequences if the current trends continue.
Substantial limitations on tourism, ranching, and guiding operations have already been imposed
as a result of the 2014 Supreme Court decision that created the Title Lands, threatening and in
some cases destroying the viability of long-standing businesses, residences, and communities
across the region without any compensation or recourse. Negotiations have nonetheless
continued with the intention of expanding upon that decision, without one single opportunity for
non-Indigenous stakeholders to consult or be represented at the negotiation table.
We want to make it unmistakably clear that our argument is not with the Tsilquot’in people, nor
their goal of addressing the long-standing injustices imposed on all Indigenous peoples across
Canada. We have maintained many positive working relationships with First Nations groups for
many years.
What we have been seeking and continue to seek is representation at the working tables
dealing with issues that directly impact the non-Indigenous residents of the lands in question.
We are open to various models to ensure our interests can be respectfully considered, and are
seeking from you a commitment to engage with us to ensure we can be part of a positive
reconciliation process in the Chilcotin region.
We fear that the deliberate process by which non-Indigenous stakeholders are and have been
shut out of negotiations that stand to substantially impact their lives, livelihoods, and families is
threatening to cause irreparable harm to relationships between Indigenous and non-Indigenous

